
Forming Disciples in Faith at St. Michael Parish 

We have a tradition here at St. Michael’s of welcoming the entire parish to Whole 
Community Faith Formation on Sunday mornings in between our two Masses.  
We embarked on this approach back in 2006 and this process has served our 
community well these past 15 years.  Back then we had to juggle to get everyone 
in but once our new rectory was obtained and our new worship space built, we 
were extraordinarily blessed to be able to include all ages from 3 year olds up to 
adults on Sunday mornings either here in the social hall, downstairs in the church 
basement or next door in the Shields Center.   

The most important benefit to all of us is having what happens at Mass be tightly 
connected to what happens in our faith formation gatherings.  Our goal in 
forming disciples is conversion supported by catechetical sessions; formation that 
leads to transformation.   In Whole Community Faith Formation, our Liturgy of the 
Word is the starting point.  Faith Formation must flow from that word and then all 
are invited to “break open the Word” which involves a sharing of faith.  Parents 
and adults play a vital role.  Years ago we used to have children dropped off for 
religious education for one hour a week and hoped that the children would 
somehow enlighten their parents.  This was not effective formation.  The 
movement over the last 15 years has been to give adults priority, form them, so 
that they can in turn form their families and others.  The emphasis continues to 
be on development of households of faith (Domestic Church).  This is how our 
church started two millenia ago, people gathering in homes and faith sharing.  

An important goal is to equip parents so that they can keep the promise made at 
the baptism of each child to raise him or her in the faith.  The community offers 
their support, however, parents are the primary catechists for their children.  And 
Catechists echo the word of God! 

 

 

 

 

   


